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Welcome to the 
2022 newsletter 
for The Ohio 
State Alumni 
Club of Phoenix 
(OSUPHX). 
Our annual 
newsletter is a 
chance for the 
Board to share 
our success over 
the past year. This newsletter will take 
the place of our previous fall edition 
to help kick off the new year! 

We continued to navigate through 
Covid during 2021 and adjusted 
to our new normal. In January, our 
Club moved to a new membership 
platform operated by the University. 
We saw a 20% increase in 
membership from 2020 to 2021 
year over year. Thank you to all our 
dues paying members. Your dues 
help our club operate, put on game 
watches, and most importantly, 
support our scholarship fund. 
Our 2022 Membership Drive is 
happening now. Make sure you 
login to www.osuphx.com to pay 
your dues and to be entered in our 
upcoming membership contests.

This fall, OSUPHX returned to our 
game watch site locations, and it 
was great to see everyone in person! 
Our game watches at Bottled 
Blonde, HB Hanratty’s, and Good 
Time Charli’s were well attended. 
We even added two new game 
watch locations -- Golden Margarita 

and Chauncey Social -- to extend 
our reach in the Valley. Throughout 
the football season, we sold t-shirts 
and raffle tickets to raise money for 
our scholarship fund, and Bottled 
Blonde held a toy drive in November 
to support the non-profit Arizona 
Helping Hands. 

In 2021, OSUPHX awarded three 
scholarships to Arizona high school 
students attending Ohio State this 
fall. Twelve students have received 
our scholarships in the past five years, 
and our endowment scholarship is at 
an all time high. Without your support 
through dues and donations, this 
could not be possible.  

In closing, I want to thank you again 
for your support. As we continued to 
adjust to the “new normal,” the Ohio 
State community in the desert is 
strong, and we’re just getting started. 
Time and change will surely show, 
How Firm Thy Friendship…O-H-I-O!

- Courtney Angelo Sowa,  
  President, The Ohio State Alumni  
  Club of Phoenix

www.osuphx.com
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Message from Club President
Happy New Year! Membership Drive 

Starts January 2022
In 2021, we changed our 
membership platform to run in 
conjunction with the calendar 
year. The Ohio State University 
Alumni Association activated a 
new membership platform to 
make it easier for Buckeyes to 
engage with both the Alumni 
Club of Phoenix and the Ohio 
State Alumni Association as 
a whole. Previously the Club 
managed membership dues 
separately from donations made 
directly to Ohio State.

By utilizing this new system, 
you can pay your annual 
membership dues to be a Club 
member and make additional 
contributions to the OSUPHX 
Scholarship Fund, all while also 
contributing to your Alumni 
Association membership status. 
It’s a win-win! Unless you are an 
emeritus lifetime member of 
the Alumni Association, a yearly 
$75 donation is required to 
be a sustaining member of the 
Ohio State Alumni Association. 
Sustaining members receive the 
Ohio State Alumni Magazine, 
access to purchasing early 
alumni football tickets, and 
other benefits.

Now, when you’re “Paying it 
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Game Watches for Good
After a delayed and shortened 2020 season, it felt great to be able to return 
together to cheer on the Buckeyes together for the 2021 football season.

At BOTTLED BLONDE in Old Town Scottsdale, our largest game watch location, 
we are grateful for the hard work of Past President Kevin Fox, who helps manage 
the game day experience for hundreds of Buckeyes each week, including over a 
thousand for the Annual Beat TTUN Block Party. Our game watch at Bottled Blonde 
continues to provide one of the best game day atmospheres west of Columbus! 
This season, we were happy to host several Ohio State football alumni including: 
Jamarco Jones (current Seattle Seahawks offensive tackle), NFL free agents 
- Branden Bowen (offensive tackle) and Johnnie Dixon (wide receiver), and 
Ryan Pretorious (kicker).

HB HANRATTY’S, the original game watch for the alumni club located near 
downtown Phoenix, is a strong group of faithful Buckeyes continued to gather. 
A fan-favorite tradition includes the kazoo band/parade of happy fans after the 
Buckeyes score, and of course, ending the game with the singing of Carmen Ohio.

GOOD TIME CHARLI’S in Chandler continues to be a nice space for East Valley 
Buckeyes to enjoy watching games. 

We were happy to add two new watch locations this season as well:

• CHAUNCEY SOCIAL in North Scottsdale offers a great brunch menu, big 
projector TV screens, and full game sound. Many Buckeyes call 
this their new fall Saturday spot. 

• GOLDEN MARGARITA (Buckeye owned and operated by Gem 
Ray) helps bring the Buckeye spirit to Downtown Phoenix. We 
look forward to seeing these locations grow next season!

With the hard work of our board members and a few volunteers, 
we were able to fundraise thousands of dollars for our scholarship 
fund through 50/50 raffle tickets and Club t-shirt sales throughout 
the season. A special shout out to Andrew Ayers, Garrett Silva, 
and Angie Timm for not only participating, but then donating 
back their winnings to the scholarship fund. They are great 
examples of “Paying Forward” and we appreciate their support!

Thank you to all who attended and donated during our game 
watches this season. Your presence helps foster a wonderful 
community of Buckeyes in Phoenix!
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Membership Drive  
(continued from page 1)

Sept. 3 
 vs. Notre Dame 

Sept. 10
 vs. Arkansas State

Sept. 17 
vs. Toledo

Sept. 24
@ Xichigan State

Oct. 1
@ Penn State

Oct. 8 
vs. Rutgers

Oct. 15 
vs. Iowa

Oct. 29 
vs. Indiana

Nov. 5
@ Northwestern

Nov. 12
vs. Wisconsin

Nov. 19
@ Maryland

Nov. 26
vs. TTUN

Forward” and being a “Buckeye 
for Life”, all of your engage-
ment will be in one convenient 
location! This also allows you 
to easily track your overall 
annual giving to Ohio State for 
tax purposes as well.

Dues for 2022 can be paid by 
visiting www.osuphx.com 
and clicking “Join.” 

More information on joining 
in 2022 will follow as well as 
special prizes and incentives 
for paying your dues. Join us 
today!

SAVE THE DATES: 2022 OHIO STATE FOOTBALL SCHEDULE 



Start ‘Em Young, Raise ‘Em Right
For another year, we helped bring early higher education 
outreach to Ms. Jordan’s 5th grade class at Palomino 
Intermediate School in Phoenix. With helpful planning 
and preparation by our Club President, several board 
members visited the group of 5th graders on November 
14, 2021. We walked into the cafeteria with the Ohio 
State fight song playing and an eager group of students 
ready to learn.

We discussed all things related to Ohio State, 
from what majors they could pursue during their 
undergraduate or graduate education, student 
organizations, history, athletics, and even eager 
questions about Brutus. The students were interested 
to learn about the university, the state of Ohio, and how 
the Midwest is different from the desert. They were also 
encouraged to keep scholarships in mind, like our Club’s, 
to help them fund their college education.

The Club gifted the students with Ohio State t-shirts and Ohio State’s Office of Admissions sent sunglasses and stickers 
so the students will have a continued way to show off their Buckeye spirit well after the visit!

The Ohio State Alumni Club of Phoenix endowed 
scholarship fund started in February 2000 with a $5,000 
contribution by the Club from earnings to provide funds 
for Phoenix area high school students the opportunity to 
attend The Ohio State University. 

This past March the Club sent $25,000 to The Ohio 
State University Foundation putting our endowed fund 
is at $200,000! Thank you for ALL your generosity and to 
our Board of Governors for their leadership to grow this 
fund over the past two decades.

Scholarship Fund Update

During the Xichigan State game on November 20, 2021, 
the Bottled Blonde Game Watch held a toy drive for one of 
our favorite charities, Arizona Helping Hands. 

Arizona Helping Hands is the largest provider of essential 
needs to foster kids in Arizona. The toys collected help 
brighten the holidays for foster children around the state. 
We collected more than 300 toys and gift cards for this 
very worthy cause. 

Thank you to everyone who participated! 

Annual Holiday Toy Drive
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INTERESTED IN VOLUNTEERING OR JOINING THE BOARD FOR THE OHIO STATE ALUMNI CLUB OF PHOENIX? 
We are currently looking for volunteers to help during Club events as well as future board members. 

Please email phoenixclub@osu.edu to express interest. 



The Ohio State Alumni Club of Phoenix
c/o Jerry Glaser
15802 N. 71st Street, #602
Scottsdale, AZ 85254

Save the Date: 2022 Big Ten Golf Classic
The annual Big Ten Golf Classic will resume after a two 
year hiatus due to Covid-19. Mark your calendars now for 
Saturday, May 14, 2022, at Troon Eagle Mountain Golf 
Club in Fountain Hills, Arizona. More details about the golf 
tournament will be posted in the upcoming weeks on the 
OSUPHX website at www.osuphx.com and on Big Ten 
Golf Classic website at www.bigtengolfclassic.com.  
Event proceeds benefit Make-A-Wish Arizona®.

We thank all Ohio State alumni who have supported this 
event over the 37-year history. Below is an excerpt of 
Make-A-Wish Arizona® naming the Big Ten Golf Classic 
the June 2020 “Donor of the Month” and for recognizing 
our own OSUPHX leader, David Hocevar, for his continued 
leadership: 

The Big Ten Golf Classic has been working with Make-A-Wish Arizona for nearly 30 years. David Hocevar, chairman since 
1993, is responsible for coordinating the event, working with schools and alumni, and donating money raised to their 
scholarship fund and to Make-A-Wish Arizona. “Our original founder was a Make-A-Wish volunteer and we thought, ‘why 
not donate the extra money we raised?’” said David. “We raised $2,500 for Make-A-Wish that first year and, as our event has 
grown over the years, we’ve contributed enough to grant 25 wishes. David’s favorite part is hearing the impact of a wish 
from the kids and families they have helped, and he is proud to see many golfers wanting to get involved, too.


